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Wong Pah Mei wanted by Japanese Military 
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Detention of Wong Pah Mei by Ting Sih-san 
mobile unit leader at Chohlin. 
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Wong Pah Mei, aged about S55, a native of Klangsu, is 
the sister of Tai Pao 4h Su (AZ 74 ), who was at one time 
@ notorious bandit leader in the Taihu Iake region. He was 
arrested and executed some years ago. Following the 
exscution of her brother, Wong Pah Mei took over command of 
the men which were under her brother and became as notorious, 
carrying out plundering raids on various towns and villages 
in the Kiangsu and Caekiang Provinces. Om ome occasion 

she was arrested by the Chinese authorities but later 
released through the good offices of the wife of a certain 
official who adopted her and persuaded her to give up the 
life of a bandit leader. This she partly carried out and 
Ba for about two years kept a teashop in Pootung, which did 

@ very good business because gambling was permitted in the 
teashop. The teashop was closed following the outbreak 
of the Sino-Japanese hostilities in Shanghai in august, 
1937. 

Following the withdrawal of the Chinese forces from 
the Shanghei area in November, 1957, a number of regular 
and irregular troops that had failed to withdraw in company 
with the main forces and which troops were later jained by 
a number of bandits, became very active in Pootung and 
adopted the name of mobile forces. One of the leaders 
of these mobile units was none other than Wong Pah Mei who 
i henDi. -74,34] was Joined by one Ting shih shan (JF ws ), and it is 
estimated that they had 1,000 men at their command. They 
made their headquarters at Man Jao (;#] 44 ), Pootung. 
(Vide Special Branch report dated April 19, 1938). At the 


beginning of April, 1938, the Japanese troops carried out 
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@ cleaning up proces in Pootung because of these unite 
and several skirmishes took place with minor successes. 


' Ghortly after this mopping up campeign, on My 7th, a report 


@ppeared in the “Standard” and other local Chinese newspapers 
stating that Wong Peh Mei had been bought over by the 
Jepanese and had arrived in Shanghai with some of her 
followers. It was reported that she was staying in the 
home of Mr. Inoue, a sectional chief of the Special Service 
Department of the Japanese, at Wo. 371, Lane 994, Dixwell 
Road, Hongkew. On May 10, a further report appeared in 
the “Standard® and other local Uhinese newspapers to the 
effect that the majority of Wong's men, being disgusted 
with the attitude of their leader over her surrender to the 
Japanese, deserted her and only about 200 men agreed to 
Temamin with her. 

From subsequent events there would appear to be some 
truth in the newspaper reports regarding Wong's surrender 
to the Japanese as on May 14, 1958, the Shanghai Municipal 
Police came into poseession of some confidential information 
from a reliable source (vide Special Branch report dated 
May 14, 19358) that, on May 13, Wong Pah Mei attended a 
conference held in the New Ssia Hotel, Tiendong Road, at 
Which representatives of the Japanese military and naval 
authorities, Japanese consular efficials and officials 
of the “Reformed Government® and the Shanghai municipal 
Administrative Office attended. <At the conference a number 
of resolutions were discussed end passed, including one 
to the effeet that “the remnants of Miss Wong Pah-mei ani 
Colonel Ting Ghih Sham in the Taihu Iake region be 
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reorganized and incorporated in a “Pacantui® corps, the 
arms to be supplied by the Japanese military. * 

On May 7th, 19358, a photograph showing Wong Pah 
Mei at a dinner with certain Japanese subjects in « 
restaurant, was reproduced in the “Shanghai Times. ® 
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